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You are receiving this e-mail as a member benefit of the Tennessee Bar Association 
Young Lawyers Division. The TBA YLD E-DICT provides information concerning 
upcoming YLD events and opportunities to participate, while at the same time showing 
that the YLD does not take itself too seriously. The E-DICT is sent on a monthly basis to 
all TBA young lawyer members, law student members, representatives of YLD affiliate 
organizations and the TBA YLD Fellows. See the end of this issue for subscription 
information. 
 
David A. Changas  
Editor-in-Chief  
Nashville, Tennessee  
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MID-WINTER LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 
 
The third annual TBA Leadership Conference will take place Jan. 14-16, 2005, at the 
Hermitage Hotel and Tennessee Bar Center in Nashville. The meeting brings together 
the TBA Board of Governors, House of Delegates and section and committee chairs; 
the YLD Board; and leaders of local bars. A central feature of the weekend will be a 
leadership program on Saturday morning. Designed to enhance the skills needed to 
serve as a leader in the organized bar, the seminar will feature experts offering practical 
ways to develop and effectively use leadership skills. Following this session, attendees 
will celebrate lawyers' great contributions to public service with a luncheon at the State 
Capitol. The YLD Board will meet later on Saturday afternoon. The weekend’s social 
gatherings include a YLD Board dinner on Friday night and a birthday party for the 
Tennessee Bar Journal on Saturday evening. Mark your calendar now and plan to 
attend. For more information, contact TBA staff member Stacey Shrader at 
sshrader@tnbar.org. 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
 
 



TBA ELECTIONS AFFECTING YOUNG LAWYERS 
 
During 2005 several positions filled by young lawyers will be open for election. The first 
is TBA delegate to the ABA House of Delegates. Of the two delegates from this 
association, one must be a young lawyer age 35 or younger. The other three positions 
are the young lawyer seats in the TBA House of Delegates (one from each grand 
division). Those interested in running for any of these positions must file a nominating 
petition (for ABA seat) or a declaration of candidacy (for TBA positions) with TBA 
Executive Director Allan Ramsaur on or before Feb. 15, 2005.  
 
Please contact Michelle O’Neill at moneill@tnbar.orgfor more information about TBA 
elections or to request a copy of the TBA Election/Selection Handbook.  
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
ABA-YLD HEADS TO SALT LAKE 
 
The American Bar Association Young Lawyers Division will hold its annual mid-year 
meeting in Salt Lake City, Feb. 10-13, 2005. The meeting will include CLE sessions, 
forums on topics of interest and social events. There will be a social gathering on 
Thursday, Feb. 10 and a Winter Wonderland Dinner and Dance in the mountains on 
Friday, Feb. 11. The meeting also serves as the mid-year meeting for the ABA at-large. 
The YLD headquarters is the Little America Hotel. If you are interested in attending, 
check out the meeting event site at www.abanet.org/yld/midyear05/home.html. For hotel 
reservations at the ABA rate, see www.littleamerica.com/slc. As always, Tennessee will 
be well represented. If you would like to participate as a delegate, please contact YLD 
President Cindy Wyrick at rwyrick@aol.com. 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE SETS AGENDA 
 
The YLD Technology Committee, under the leadership of Memphis attorney Chad 
Dickson, has set its agenda for the 2004-05 bar year. The committee’s plans include 
contributing an article to The Quarterly, the YLD’s official publication; improving access 
to the Tennessee Rules of Evidence and Civil Procedure on the TBA web site; and 
helping keep the YLD web site up-to-date so that it can serve as a useful resource for 
the entire organization. If you are interested in getting involved with the committee 
contact Chad at chad.dickson@fedex.com.  
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 



NEW INITIATIVES FOR CHILDREN’S ISSUES COMMITTEE 
 
The Children’s Issues Committee continued to promote its partnership with CASA 
through two new initiatives this past month. First, the committee helped distribute the 
first-ever Tennessee CASA newsletter – produced by the state CASA agency – to TBA 
members practicing in the area of juvenile law, including those who are members of the 
TBA Juvenile & Children’s Law Section. In addition, the committee submitted its CASA 
partnership program to the ABA to be considered for inclusion in the 2004 edition of 
Best Projects, an annually published compilation of innovative state and local bar 
association initiatives. Stay tuned for results! 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
THE DECEMBER CLE SCRAMBLE 
 
The YLD has played an active role in several CLEs this month. From the 
overwhelmingly popular child support guidelines seminar to the corporate ethics 
presentation, young lawyers have been on hand to assist with planning, logistics and 
registration functions. Hats off to YLD CLE Committee Chair Carol Anne Long for 
orchestrating the many volunteers and details that have gone into making December a 
banner month in the CLE world. 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
WHO'S IN THE NEWS? 
 
The Children’s Issues Committee added a new member last month. A big TBA welcome 
to Justin Pitt, an attorney in the Nashville office of Bass, Berry & Sims. 
 
Young lawyer Laura Riddle of Tullahoma was recently elected vice president of the 
Coffee County Bar Association. Congratulations Laura! 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
RECRUITING VOLUNTEERS FOR “WE THE JURY” 
 
Serving on a jury is a great way for Americans to participate directly in the democratic 
process, and the ABA has made this the year of jury awareness and reform. In addition 
to making the law day theme “The American Jury: We the People in Action,” the ABA 
recently presented a set of proposals for improving the jury process to Supreme Court 
Justice Sandra Day O’Connor. The ABA Young Lawyers Division also has adopted the 
broad theme of jury service for its public service project this year.  
 



Around the country, lawyers are heading back to the classroom to teach junior high and 
high school students the importance of jury service. Does this sound like something 
you’d like to do? This is truly “plug and play” programming: you will receive a curriculum 
guide, presentation video and handouts that teach students about the evolution of the 
jury system, how the right to trial by jury is guaranteed by the Bill of Rights, the voir dire 
process of selecting a jury, and the jury's role in trial proceedings. The interactive video 
presents a civil or criminal trial with the local students serving as jurors to deliberate and 
reach a verdict. All you need to do is plug in the VCR! The TBA also will help identify 
classrooms that would like to participate in this program. If you would like to learn more 
about this program or want to visit a classroom, please contact TBA staff member 
Stacey Shrader at sshrader@tnbar.org. Lots of details about the service project also are 
available on the ABA web site at http://www.abanet.org/yld/wethejury/. 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
NEW ABA SCHOLARSHIPS 
 
The ABA has announced two scholarship opportunities: 
 
The first is the ABA Legal Opportunity Scholarship Fund for the 2004-2005 academic 
year. The scholarship offers financial assistance to encourage racial and ethnic minority 
students to apply to law school. The fund provides $5,000 annually for a maximum of 
$15,000 to each recipient attending an ABA-accredited law school. Interested students 
may download an application from the ABA web site at http://abanet.org/fje. Completed 
applications must be postmarked no later than March 1, 2005. 
 
In addition, nominations are being accepted for the 15th annual E. Smythe Gambrell 
Professionalism Awards, recognizing projects that enhance professionalism among 
lawyers. Bar associations, law schools, law firms and other not-for-profit law related 
organizations are eligible to apply. The ABA Standing Committee on Professionalism, a 
component of the ABA Center for Professional Responsibility, will present up to three 
awards of $3,500 each during the 2005 ABA annual meeting in Chicago. Award criteria 
include overall quality, replicability, and likelihood of continuation, innovation and 
success. The deadline for submitting applications is March 31, 2005. For award 
guidelines and nomination forms visit the ABA web site at 
http://www.abanet.org/cpr/gambrell.html. Questions regarding the awards should be 
directed to Kathleen Maher at 312-988-5307 or maherk@staff.abanet.org. 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
TBA YLD IS ONLINE! 
 
Make YLD Online your browser's home page for great content and a useful roadmap to 
the information highway designed just for you. For example, you can read newspapers 



from across the state in the YLD Resource Center. Check us out at 
http://www.tba.org/YLD/index.html. 
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--->FORWARD THIS E-MAIL!! Feel free to forward the E-DICT on to anyone you think 
might be interested in TBA YLD news. 
 
--->MAKE TBA YLD ONLINE YOUR HOME PAGE For directions, go to 
http://www.tba.org/YLD/makeyldhome.html 
 
--->DISCONTINUE YOUR SUBSCRIPTION TO THE E-DICT? ... SURELY NOT!  
To STOP receiving the E-DICT, please send your request to sshrader@tnbar.org. 
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